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National Root Crops Research Institute, Umudike
on 6 October, 2008
PROF. ADEYINKAA. ADESIYUN, FESN
Department of Crop Protection,
University of Ilorin, Ilorin.
Nig. 1. Ent. 31: 31-34 (2015)
Presidential Address of our type of society
usually takes two patterns. The older traditional
practice was for the president to review the
progress made by the society within the last one
year, particularly in relation to its objectives. The
other practice is that the President chooses a
scientific topic of particular interest to him. Both
practices have been adopted in the past by former
presidents oftheEntomological Society of Nigeria
(ESN). However, since in the last couple of years
when eminent scholars other than the Presidents
were invited to give keynote addresses, the latter
tradition has given way to the former. My address
will therefore review the progress made by the
Society in recent times, particularly in the last
four years of my presidency ofESN.
I am particularly happy that this year's
annual conference is taking place at Umudike.
From records, this is the first time that Umudike,
or more appropriately the National Root Crops
Research Institute (NRCRI), is hosting us at an
annual conference. Coming back to Umudike this
year makes me happy in several ways and the
development I have seen in Umudike, Umuahia,
the Michael Okpara University of Agriculture and
the National Root Crops Research Institute since
my arrival yesterday delights me a lot. My first
visit to Umudike was in 1998, when I came on an
accreditation visit of the National Universities
Commission to the Faculty of Agriculture of Abia

State University located close to Umudike. That
trip afforded me an opportunity to also visit the
Federal University of Agriculture, now Michael
Okpara University of Agriculture and the National
Root Crops Research Institute. It later turned out
to be a starting point of my association with
Umudike as I soon returned to Umudike in
January, 2000 to spend my Sabbatical leave at the
then Federal University of Agriculture adjacent
to NRCRI' The branch shortly after hosted one
of the ESN council meetings in July 2000 at
NRCRI. I am extremely delighted at the physical
development and transformation that had taken
place in the town, the University and the Research
Institute and I like to commend the past and present
leaders of the State, the University and the
Research Institute. I am also very happy to note
that the present Executive Director ofNRCRI, Dr.
K. I. Nwosu, is one of us, an Entomologist - a bug
man!
In my maiden address to you as President
about four years ago, I identified five (5)
challenges facing ESN, namely: the challenge of
increasing the membership; the challenge of
establishing new branches; the challenge of
regularity in the publication of our journal, NJE;
the challenge of partnership with government at all
levels and corporate organizations and the
challenge of review of agricultural curricular in
our institutions to include additional courses in
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Crop Protection, particularly Entomology.
I am happy to report that the membership of
the Society now stands at about 400. There are
now 19 branches with Sokoto branch being the
latest addition. This contrasts with a membership
of 35 at inception in 1965 and 200 in 1995 (30
years after) with 10 branches. I am aware that
there are still many entomologists, amateur and
professionals, who have not yet registered with
us. I am seizing this opportunity to appeal to them
to do so without delay. There are a few moribund
branches particularly in this zone (South East). I
am appealing to our senior colleagues in the zone
to help to, resuscitate those branches. In order to
keep pace with the practice in similar societies all
over the world, this year we assigned membership
numbers to registered members. This initiative
facilitated the attendance of our members at the
XXIII International Congress of Entomology (ICE)
which held in July 2008 in Durban, South Africa.
Nine (9) of our members attended the ICE.
Our publications, the Nigeria Journal of
Entomology and the Newsletter have been
restructured, the quality substantially improved
and now more reader-friendly. The journal is no
longer published in arrears but regularly. I thank
the Editor-in-Chief, Professor E.O. a gunwolu,
and the Assistant Secretary, Dr. A.A. Omoloye,
for achieving this feat. The Editor-in-Chief has
assured me that this year's edition ofthe Journal
(Volume 25) will be published before the end of
the year. In order to encourage our members to
continue to publish in our journal, the Society now
has a trophy that goes to the branch with the highest
contribution armually. The maiden edition of the
trophy was won by the Zaria IKaduna branch last
year. It is my hope that this trophy and the other
measures already put in place by the Editor-inChief will continue to stimulate our members to
publishinourjournal.
The challenges created by insects in the
areas of human health and welfare carmot be
solved by us alone. We need to constantly draw
the attention of our policy makers and corporate
bodies who are based within and outside our
Universities and Research Institutes to such
challenges. One tradition of our society is to issue
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a conference communique at the end of each
conference to draw the attention of governments
and corporate bodies to current national
entomological challenges. This to my mind has not
been achieving the desired results. We need to do
more than publishing conference communiques.
Governments and corporate bodies must be
actively lobbied to get the desired results. I will cite
just one example to illustrate this point. In 1967,
Professor T. Ajibola Taylor, the first President of
ESN, advocated the urgent need for the
establishment of a Central Entomology Museum
with several taxonomists appointed to organize it
and provide an identification service. The
Museum, according to him would serve as a
repository of all valuable Nigerian insect material.
Sadly, Taylor's 41years old clarion call still
remains a dream because the needed government
support for its actualization has not been obtained.
I am however, happy to report that through
painstaking efforts ofthe council over the last 12
- 18 months, this issue is finally receiving the
attention ofthe Federal Government through the
Federal Ministry of Science and Technology and
with sustained pressure from ESN, the
establishment of a Museum of Natural History
will soon become a reality. We have also
extended ESN collaboration beyond the shores of
the country within the last couple of months
through contacts made at the last ICE in South
Africa. A USA-based company, Monsanto, has
shown interest in collaborating with ESN,
particularly in the area of transgenic crops. The
company has also promised a handsome donation
to support this year's armual conference. Indeed,
one of their scientists has been sent to present a
paper at this conference.
Other similar challenges that need government
and corporate bcxiy support, e.g., increasing the
entomologicalcontent of agriculturalcurricularin our
tertiary institutions or the establishment of
Departments of Entomological Sciences in our
Universities are achievable through the dedication
of all of us. Our colleagues who are now ViceChancellors of some Nigerian Universities have
roles to play in this regard and I am using this
medium to appeal to them to lobby their Senates
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and Governing Councils in this regard.
Apart from the inheritedchallengeshighlighted
above which the present Council has resolved,
there are some other areas which also engaged
our attention, e.g., the society is now connected
to the Internet through its two websites:
www.entomologicalsocietyofnigeria.org
and www.nigerianjournalofentomology.com;
attendance of members at annual conferences has
been enhanced partly through good publicity and
through motivation at the branch level by the
introduction ofa trophy for the branch with highest
attendance at annual conferences. Some recurrent
money is also now available in theApeji Foundation
instituted by the immediate past President, Dr. O.
Ajayi, to assist young entomologists to attend our
conferences. The quality of presentations at om
annual conferences has also gone up tremendously
through measures instituted by the present council
which insist on minimum standard for presentation.
The revenue base of the Society has also been
improved through the launching of our Journals at
our conferences and also by reaching out to
governments and corporate bodies.
We shall this year at this ceremony confer on
two of our distinguished members the prestigious
Fellowship ofESN for their contributions to the
discipline of Entomology and the growth and
development of ESN. They are Professor M.
Adetola Badejo, Vice-Chancellor of Wesley
University of Technology, Ondo and Dr. (Mrs.)
Beatrice N. Iloba, Vice-President of ESN. I am
sure that the award will further challenge them to
continue with their contributions to the discipline
of Entomology and to ESN and encourage our
other members who are not yet Fellows to make
contributions and serve the Society diligently at
various levels. Such efforts will sooner than later
be rewarded. With these two additional fellows,
ESN now has 42 Fellows. I congratulate the new
Fellows. Before leaving the issues of Fellows, I
like to draw the attention of members to the
need for dedication and personal sacrifice aimed
at sustaining the Society from certain aspects of
the. past experience of the prestigious Royal
Entomological Society (RES) of London. That
society also had its dark days. Professor Kennedy
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in his Presidential Address to the RES of London
in 1969 paid great tribute to the lawyerentomologist J.W. Dunning as follows "It is to
Dunning more than any other man that the
society owes its very survival. His determination
and practical example alone pulled it through the
critical period from 1850 - 1870 when it was
beset with poverty, incompetence and dissension,
and what drove him on, and surely his most
enduring monument, was his single-minded
devotion to the idea of entomology as a part of
developing science". I am sure that there are
many with similar qualities as Dunning in ESN.
The time is now ripe for them to rise up tor ESN.
Under the heading "Benefactions" in the last few
pages of any copy of its proceedings is usually a
list of donors from 1852. These donors were I are
also Fellows of RES. The earlier money gifts
were probably in aid of publications. The purchase
ofthe famous 41, Queen's Gate, London was made
possible by substantial donations by Fellows.
I now want to leave you with a few more
thoughts on areas where I think entomologists in
Nigeria should now be focusing. These are
Biodiversity, Entomophagy with the possibility
of insect livestock rearing; insect physiology, e.g.
insect pheromones; interaction between Insect
Physiology and Molecular Genetics and the
development of transgenic crops; Insecticide
Toxicology. These are all fascinating areas of
research engagement and employment for
Nigerian Entomologists. How about the hosting
of the International Congress of Entomology by
ESN in the next couple of years?
I like to end this address by expressing my
deep appreciation and gratitude to the trustees,
officers and the entire members of this Society
tor allowing me to serve you as President for a
period of 4 years (2 terms of2 years each) for the
tremendous goodwill and cooperation, which I
have received from all of you. I wish to state
categorically that I do not wish to seek re-election
this year even though our constitution allows me
to seek re-election for a third and final term of
two years. The time is ripe for new blood, new
energies, new ideas, new perspectives, etc., to
permeate our Society. I am sure and convinced that
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the expertise and competence exist in this Society
and it is with humility that I wish to hand-over the
mantle to a new President to be elected at the AGM
who, I hope, will lead the Entomological Society
of Nigeria to greater heights. Finally, I like to
conclude by expressing our deep appreciation to
the Local organizing Committee under the able
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leadership of Dr. S. T.O. Ezulike and T. N. C.
Echendu for organizing this conference. I also
thank the Director of this Research Institute
for the tremendous institutional support he
gave us. My appreciation also goes to Monsanto
Company for its donation. Thank you and may
God Almighty bless you all.
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