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Introduction
The main theme of my address is on a topic

which is largely in keeping with the older
tradition of Presidential Addresses in which the
Society's own progress is reviewed in relation to
the progress of entomology. I believe it is
appropriate to speak to you this year on the topic
in order to provoke discussion on it so that proper
attitudes can be developed and a true and
unbiased perspective taken, of the future role of
the Society in the present environment and
circumstances in Nigeria.

It is' also appropriate on this Silver Jubilee
Anniversary of the Society, to refer to major events
and highlights and to the trends that have adapted
its development during the last twenty-five years.

The inaugural meeting ofthe Entomological
Society of Nigeria was held in the Department of
Zoology at the University of Ibadan in October
1965 during which Dr. A.D. Pickett, Head,
International Capsid Research Team, Cocoa
Research Institute, Ghana delivered an inaugural
address titled "The Ecological Approach to the
Solution of Pest Problems in Agriculture".
Although the Society was founded in 1965, the
first council came into being in April, 1967 and
Professor T. Ajibola Taylor was elected the first
President. One of the first major assignments of

the Council was to draw up by-laws of the
Society which were unanimously approved at the
first Annual General Meeting ofthe Society held
at the University oflfe (now Obafemi Awolowo
University) lbadan branch on 7April, 1967. The
objective ofthe Society is "To further the study of
insects inNigeria" .

Strategies to Achieve ESN Goals
In keeping with its objective, the Society has

since its inception in 1965 been playing an
important and necessary role in promoting
research and development of entomological
science in Nigeria through its various activities.
With a foundation membership of35, the Society
has since grown to its current membership
strength of about 150with twelve branches all over
the country. Through the Society's annual
conferences and important symposia held at
different branches in Nigeria, many entomologists
have been able to communicate their research
fmdings to their colleagues for critical discussion.
Such occasions provide a forum for research
workers to continually update their knowledge
about Nigeria's entomological problems. The
Society believes it has a responsibility to provide
an open forum for discussion of entomological
issues. This Silver Jubilee Conference, with the
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main theme, "25 years of Entomological
Society of Nigeria - problems and
achievements in Agriculture, human" and
animal health is such an open forum. It is a
matter of great regret, however, that we have a
number of dedicated Nigerian entomologists at
this conference who, as in the past, sponsored
themselves from their meagre salaries. Most
participants at our conferences make ends meet
by sharing rooms in students' hostels which offer
the cheapest accommodation facilities in centres
where our conferences are held. As far as I know,
there are only very few other colleagues of
similarly qualified, experienced and talented
Nigerians in other fields of human endeavour
who are SUbjectedto such hardship in present day
Nigeria, while participating at conferences of
national importance.

Apart from organising conferences and
symposia, the Society publishes journals which
are of international repute, in which research
findings on entomology are published as a means
of advancing entomological science in Nigeria
and communicating our achievements worldwide.
The Society at its inception, published two main
journals: the Nigerian Entomologists' Magazine
containing short papers, reviews of books, letters
to the Editor and notes on some important
meetings of the Society, etc., and the Bulletin of
Entomological Society of Nigeria which
represented our main research journal. In addition,
the Society sponsors Occasional Publications
devoted to handbooks on pesticides available in
Nigeria; keys and checklist of insects occurring in
Nigeria; Proceedings of important events of the
Society and other major works which are judged
to be of particular interest to the general
membership ofthe Society. The Society in 1974,
in an effort to modernise the image of our
journals, launched a new journal titled "The
Nigerian Journal of Entomology" to replace the
Bulletin. The new journal represents our
authoritative medium of publishing original
research results in the whole area of entomology.

Resuscitating the Society Journal and Tribute
to Past ESN Presidents

It is appropriate, at this juncture, to recall
that I touched on the issue of our publication on

the occasion of my first Presidential address to
the Annual Conference of the Society held at
Bayero University, Kana in October, 1989. As I
stated during the address, the last issue of our
main journal publication namely, the Nigerian
Journal of Entomology was Volume 6 in 1985
due to a number of constraints, the most
important of which is very poor financial
standing of the Society. In keeping with the
declared assurance that I gave to the Conference
in Kano in 1989 on this subject, I am happy to
report that the present council, with the
cooperation of some dedicated and committed
membership of the Society, has fulfilled its
pledge by making sure that volumes 7 and 8 of
the Nigerian Journal of Entomology are on
display at this Silver Jubilee Conference holding
in Zaria. The realisation ofthis objective has been
under severe circumstances of financial
inadequacy still plaguing our Society and at great
cost to the energy and monetary subscriptions of
some of its indigent but dedicated members.

It is also appropriate on this occasion to
publicly acknowledge with deep gratitude the
contribution made by the task force set up by the
National Executive Council ofthe Society for the
resuscitation of the Nigerian Journal of
Entomology; the Business Manager of the Science
Association of Nigeria who, incidentally, is a
member of this Society, for his generous
assistance in reducing significantly the cost of
typesetting all the manuscripts for the two
volumes, the Printing Unit ofthe Cocoa Research
Institute of Nigeria for paging and pasting ofthe
typeset manuscripts free of charge and, last but
not the least, the Ahmadu Bello University Press
tor graciously publishing the two volumes at a
substantially reduced cost.

Members of the Society who held leading
positions over the last 25 years were individually
and collectively entomologists to whom all
present members are to some extent indebted. It
is tempting to refresh their portraits and the part
they played in the development ofthe Society but
this is not possible because of the need for
economic use oftime. If on this occasion, I do not
mention the names of many members of the
Society whose contributions cannot be ignored
by history, it is not for want of gratitude but that
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the intention is not to bore you with a catalogue of
names.

For the selfless and devoted service
rendered, over the years, by the Entomological
Society of Nigeria for the promotion and
diffusion of Entomological Science in Nigeria,
the Society has been particularly fortunate in the
calibre of persons it has had as Presidents who
have had the privilege and distinction of directing
the affairs ofthe Society. These are: Prof T.Ajibola
Taylor, first President of the Society (1965-1971);
Prof S. Afolabi Toye, President (1971-1975);
ProfAnthonyYoudeowei,President(1975-1978);
Dr. S.A. Apeji, President (1978-1983); Prof S. N.
Okiwelu, President (1983-1988).

Entomology and Society
As a tropical country, Nigeria certainly

needs the Entomological Society. I am of the firm
belief that the government of this country,
through the appropriate agencies, can and should
show greater interest in its growth, and guarantee
the perpetuity of this indispensable Society
which in my view, is one of the very best of its
types in tropical Africa.

In some other parts of the world such as the
United Kingdom, United States of America,
U.S.S.R., France, Germany, Australia, Canada
and India, to mention a few, Entomological
Societies are institutionalised and they invariably
represent symbolic features of such countries'
scientific and technological advancement. West-
Germany staged the 17th International Congress
of Entomology in Hamburg in 1984, Canada
hosted the 18th Congress in Vancouver in 1988
and China will be the host for the 19th Congress
in 1992. In Germany and Canada, some Nigerian
entomologists not only participated in the
conference activities, but also seized the
opportunity to appreciate the greatness achieved
through substantial investments in entomological
science in these countries. These achievements
are attained through the creation of centres of
excellence devoted to interdisciplinary research
projects in entomology, and constant awareness
by government of the need to promote research-
oriented effort aimed at reducing the insect
menace known to have ravaged mankind for
centuries. A nation which has successfully hosted

international games, World Black and African
Festival of Arts, to mention a few, should not
continue to appear to underestimate the enormous
problems posed by insects and therefore the
activities of a national Society with a primary
objective of promoting entomological science.

The current climate of economic depression
in Nigeria has imposed great constraints on the
activities of the Society. The texture of the
Society has changed particularly in the last eight
years but the change was perhaps not quite in tune
with changes in the development of the science it
represented. The Society is faced with chronic
financial inadequacy. The group of talented,
competent and dedicated Nigerian insect
scientists is diminishing in number and in quality.
Some branches of the Society have not been
discharging their financial and other obligations
to the Society. A good number of very senior
members of the Society are no longer actively
contributing to the realisation of the objective of
the Society which is "To further the study of
insects in Nigeria". I wish to take this opportunity
to appeal to the entire membership of the
Entomological Society of Nigeria, as I did in my
Presidential address at the Kano Conference last
year, to rededicate our scholarship to the service
and development ofthe Society. I trust you will all
contribute your quota especially in matters of
monetary donations aimed at sustaining the Society.

With regard to the need for dedication and
personal sacrifice aimed at sustaining the Society,
it is relevant to refer to the past experience of the
Royal Entomological Society of Lcndon during
its dark days. It was the lawyer-entomologist,
lW. Dunning, more than any other fellow ofthe
society that pulled it through the critical period
from 1850-1870 when itwas plagued with poverty,
incompetence and dissension. Dunning's most
enduring attribute was his strong devotion to the
idea of entomology as a part of developing science.
Fellow Entomologists of Nigeria, now is the time
for the emergence of''Dunnings' in our own Society
to ensure itsviability.

The Society has been moulded by traditions
that are not fixed or final; it tries to be responsive
to the demands of changing times. The best hope
for continued progress lies in encouraging the
younger generations of entomologists to join the
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Society while at the same time urging senior
members to stay on in their retirement.

Amateur Entomology
At this juncture, I wish to direct my thoughts

though briefly, to the issue of amateur entomology
and the Entomological Society of Nigeria.
Substantial contributions in entomological science
have been made in some technologically
developed parts of the world by a group
traditionally labelled as amateur entomologists.
They are more often than not men and women
from all walks of life who, although have other
professional jobs, devote considerable part of
their leisure period to the insects in their
environment. For example, it is well known, at
least among Fellows ofthe Royal Entomological
Society of London, that the British group of
amateur entomologists have made immense
contributions to certain fundamental principles of
entomology particularly taxonomy, ecology,
behaviour and distribution of insects. An
outstanding example ofthe amateur entomologist
was the late James Edward Collin who apart from
being President of the Royal Entomological
Society from 1927-1928, was also acknowledged
as contributing more to British Dipterology than
any other worker, except perhaps the late F.E.

. Edwards. This is a testimony of the role of and the
honour due to amateur entomologists in other
parts ofthe world. In the centenary History ofthe
Royal Entomological Society of London of
1933, Dr. S.A. Neave, in his Presidential Address
to the Society wrote: "The amateur entomologist
has always been the backbone of the Society, and
it is to be hoped that he will long remain so, but it
is also idle to deny that the infiltration of a
percentage of trained professional men into the
Fellowship has greatly enhanced its status as a
scientific Society" .

The concept of amateur entomology is yet
to gain the desirable attention within the educated

sector ofthe Nigerian society. It is high time the
Entomological Society of Nigeria took seriously
the challenge of promoting the growth and
development of amateur entomology in our
country. Adults and children will need to be
educated through radio and television broadcast
talks. Special exhibitions should be arranged to
display posters about insect life in schools and
public amenity areas to highlight what insects are
and what they do to man, his crops and his
domestic animals. All these require money which
the Society alone cannot afford without the
financial support from governments, commercial
and industrial establishments to embark on this
long overdue important exercise.

It has been both a challenge and a pleasure
to serve as President of the Entomological
Society of Nigeria these past two years. I wish to
thank immensely all members of the Society
particularly my colleagues in the Council of the
Society for their unflinching support. That
support has been a great source of strength to me,
particularly as it has hitherto not been a painless
experience being President in the history of the
Society.

Life in the Entomological Society of Nigeria
over the last 25 years has been hard work for
members - but most of the time, it has been
challenging and interesting. As we now enter on
our second quarter century, we need to redefine our
goals, harness resources, and underwrite delivery
of those services that will prepare and mobilize
our members for the greater challenges ahead of
us, both as individuals and as a Society

It is my firm belief that new times call for
new ways of thinking, feeling and acting; new
discipline designed to enable us run with the
wind of change. The cultivation of such an attitude
is the greatest educational challenge of our Society.
May we as individuals and as a Society live to
enjoy brighter days of greater events.

I thank you all for your attention.
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