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Protocol
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen
Fellow Entomologists,
It is my sincere pleasure to welcome you all,
on behalf of Council and the entire membership of
the Entomological Society of Nigeria (ESN), to the
44th Annual Conference of the Society which is
the 40th anniversary holding in Yenagoa. On this
occasion of my maiden address, permit me to thank
all my colleagues in the Society for electing me
unopposed last year 2012 in Benin conference as
your President.
After many years of study of insect and its
application, I have come to know as a fact that
entomology has an attribute of conveying discipline
to man like the social insects. Our children should be
encouraged to study entomology if they want to be
leaders oftomorrow. How can a man lead a crowd if
he isnot disciplined? His mind will be crowded with
confusion.
ESN is not like an ecosystem of different
living organisms in one habitat, but an assembly
of intelligent scientists who study insects, and
related arthropods of the greatest phylum in
Animal Kingdom. It is my expectation that we
will work together like termites to build an

enviable "mound"/"termitarium" which will be a
cynosure in Nigeria. In leading this Society for
the next couple of years, 1 will need your
cooperation, support and understanding and
having been with you for a long time, I feel
comfortable. It is said that a stone inside the water
does not feel the hotness ofthe sun.
The beauty of Science lies in the study of
insects, their recognition, biology and habits.
Entomology is a fascinating science. Insects are
more involved in the intricacies and complexities
of the biological world than are any other groups
of animals. Insects will always be of interest
because of their diverse habits, complex life
cycles, inter-relationship, behaviour, adaptability
and their importance to the welfare of mankind.
Over the years, scientists have studied these
insects (harmful and beneficial) and with current
improved technologies, nothing is left to chance.
It must be acknowledged
that scientific
entomological knowledge has grown out of the
painstaking work of generations past and present.
Ladies, gentlemen and fellow entomologists,
I would have loved to draw up a list of all eminent
and foremost Nigerian entomologists but it will be
an exercise in futility as some will be missed out Ajibola Taylor,Afolabi Toye, Anthony Youdeowei,
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S. A. Apeji, S. N. Okiwelu, R. A. Balogun,
Lasebikan, A. E. Akingbohungbe, W. E. Eguagie,
1. Odebiyi, B. A. Matanmi, A. A. Obadofin, S. M.
Misari, Tenebe, O. Osisanya, H. M. Daramola, A.
A. Adesiyun, J. C. Deeming and J. L. Libby (nonNigerians) and the rest, many of them my
teachers. Let it be sufficient to express our
gratitude to all of them .today that they
approached insects in the right way. They had the
ability and wisdom to understand with their
minds, the essentials about insects which they
studied abroad and in Nigeria in collaboration
with World-renowned
entomologists
like
Wigglesworth, Gilbert Wilson, van Emden and
the rest and imparted to us. Some of them are
present here and others absent and I think this is
the time and place to thank all those
entomologists from whom we received our basic
knowledge and to honour them with a rotUld of
applause.
Foundation ofESN
Entomologically speaking, our highly
revered professional Society, ESN with the broad
objective to "further the study of insects in
Nigeria" started with the "egg-phase" in a
hololhemimetabolic setting in October 1965. Its
inaugural meeting was held in the Department of
Zoology at the University of lbadan (Balogun,
1995 Presidential address). It is on record that one
Dr. A. D. Pickott, Head of International Capsid
Research Team, Cocoa Research Institute,
Ghana, delivered an inaugural address titled "The
Ecological Approach to the Solution of Pest
Problems inAgriculture ".
Though established in 1965, the first
Council came into being in 1967 and Professor T.
Ajibola Taylor was elected the first President of
the Society (Balogun, 1995 Presidential Address).
Dr. 1.L. Libby was Secretary while Mr. M.A.
Comes and Dr. B .M. Gerard were Editors. Council
members were Mr. 1. Philips and Dr. M. T.
Hutchinson. There were two branch committees'
i.e Samaru and Ibadan. Samaru branch committee
consisted of Mr. D. de B. Lyon as Chairman, Mr. 1.
M. Lyall (Secffreasurer) while Dr. D. A. T. Baldry
and Mr. Cook were members. The lbadan branch
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committee had Dr J.L, Libby as Chairman, Dr A.
Youdeowei as Secretary/Treasurer and Messrs
S.A.O.Adeyemi andA.U. Oboite as members.
The Society then published two main
journals, i.e., the Magazine (Published 4 times a
year with notes on the Society) and the Bulletin
(Published about twice a year which contained
research papers). This account which I have
given, is a remote twilight in the history of the
foundation of ESN for the benefit of many and
young entomologists in our Society.
By Providence, one of the founders of ESN
who was the Secffreasurer (April 1967 - March
1968), Editor-in-Chief (1969 - 1973), President
(1975-1979) and who drew Cotton stainer
Dysdercus on our logo, Prof Anthony Youdeowei,
emeritus Professor of Entomology worldwide, is in
our midst. He is one ofthose who laid the strong
base for the Society.
Over the years, our Society has grown
astronomically and technologically. Today, as at
2013, with the efforts of dedicated members,
ESN is a registered professional Society with the
Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja. It has in
herrecords, 457 registered members out of which
there are 32 (thirty-two) life members, 51 (Fiftyone) Fellows (FESN), 39 honorary Fellows
(HFESN), 11 (Eleven) past presidents with Past
and Present National Officers very well
documented and updated in our Newsletter. There
are 17 active branches nationwide. Fellowship
award was initiated by Council in 1996 at Port
Harcourt during which 13 members were
conferred. This continued in Maiduguri in 1997
with 14.By 1998, itwas 24 and now 51 in2013.
Achievements so far
The present Council has continued to add
collectively
to the achievements
of my
predecessors who have worked very hard to uplift
the Society. Today, with our journal the Nigerian
Journal of Entomology (NJE) that is regular, we
have an active website in which we have
successfully uploaded journal abstracts from
2000-2010. The uploading of full papers from
1970-date is in progress. Manuscripts for our
journals are now made to pass plagiarism testsbefore
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sending to reviewers by checking www.viper.com,
This gives a worldwide readability, subscription and
confidence to our journal. A new editorial
advisory board is also in place. It will be recalled
that ESN was among the 52 professional societies
in Nigeria that benefited from the first batch of
Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFUND) of
N5m grant forjournal development.
Minutes of Council meetings from 2009 2012 are now in bound copies (soon in CDs)
which are accessible to all members. In progress
is the binding ofthe corrected versions of minutes
of AGM from the same period and subsequently
every two years. I thank the National Secretary,
Professor M. Ashamo, for his diligence and also
thank Council for supporting my proposal to do
this.
The ESN Constitution has been reviewed
extensively by a committee set up by Council (with
me as Chairman when I was Vice President) with
inputs from members. Changes in tenure of
officers, conditions for award of Fellowship,
membership etc. are included to reflect advanced
and up to date realities that will lift our Society to
greater heights. The reviewed Constitution already
duly considered by Council and members will be
published after its ratification inAGM. This will be
made available to all members and Corporate
Affairs Commission.
Indiscriminate importation and use of
synthetic pesticides pose serious environmental
and health problems just as the local manufacture,
distribution and sale of illegal substances as
insecticides. Just like we have fake medicines, we
also have fake insecticides. It is now widely
advocated that entomologists should design
strategies that would minimize chemical
pesticide use and to encourage and ensure food
security. Today, our markets are inundated with
. all sorts of chemical pesticides which can hardly
be recognized by users and recommended by
entomologists for possible use in Integrated Pest
control programmes.
Consequently, ESN embarked on the Review
of a document "Agricultural
Insecticides
Available in Nigeria" which was first published
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by Donnelly in 1966. Second publication was by
Adeyemi and Donnelly (1970) with another by
Okatahi and Onyibe (1999). Amatobi and
Omoloye, commissioned by Council, reviewed
all these and produced a comprehensive
handbook. This was improved upon by Rabiu S.
Adamu and his team from 2011 to date. I am glad
to report that a clean document approved by ESN
is now available in this Conference. It includes a
list of approved pesticides '> (Insecticides,
fungicides and herbicides) updated in line with
NAFDAC regulations and a list of banned
pesticides based on NAFDAC publications,
Stockholm Convention and Crop life Nigeria
reports.
Council in its wisdom mandated Professor
Sylvester Ogbogu to review "Entomology
Curriculum for Tertiary Institutions" to
meet current academic standards. Again,
after an extensive consideration by the
Society, it was approved. Copies have been
sent to National Universities Commission,
Abuja for consideration and possible
inclusion in Basic Minimum Academic
Standards for Tertiary Institutions.
Anew Directory of Nigerian entomologists
recommended by Council will soon be
published. It will carry the photographs and
updated relevant.
Information of duly certified and registered
members (with theirnumbers) in the branches
who are active. Council has directed that
proliferation of membership certificates
should not be encouraged especially as some
members are neither known nor active in
their branches nor in the Society. In any
enterprise like our Society, there must be
minimum acceptable standards. It was
therefore decided by Council that a probation
period of 3 - 5 years be given to prospective
members. Thereafter, on recommendation by
their branch chairmen, they will be given
certificateswhich will be valid for 5 years and
renewed on recommendation by branch
chairmen. Members are encouraged to attend
conferences and present papers. Henceforth,
and with effect from this conference,
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certificates of attendance at conferences will
be given to participants.
Challenges of the Society
With these achievements, the challenges
before you are formidable but certainly not
insurmountable. Entomologists and experts like
you in insect studies must collaborate with other
Societies like Malaria Society of Nigeria to
proffer solutions to the dreaded disease which has
a huge death toll on children and women in
Nigeria. It has been reported that up to and well
over 1.3 million lives are lost annually due to
malaria disease which is spread by many sibling
species of Anopheles gambiae.
World Mosquito Day is 20 August every
year. Veterinary and medical entomologists,
insect taxonomists and insect pest control experts
abound in our Society who can solve the problem
to an appreciable level. DNA analysis has
improved the ability to identity insect species.
With correct identification, management/control
canbedone.
As entomologists, we must resolve to make
ourselves relevant not only in the policy of
Nigerian development but also worldwide. To
realize this, we cannot be seen to take the back
seat or remain indifferent in matters of academic,
health or agricultural policies that have to do with
insects as pests, vectors of pathogens on man and
our livestock or in academic curriculum
development. Mosquitoes are vectors of malaria
pathogens that cause malaria fever and other
diseases. No medical personnel can know this
better than you entomologists. And so, when
policy statements and panacea for malaria control
are developed, entomologists should take the
lead in the team for recommendation and
implementation of control and management of
the hosts. Nobody will call you if you do not blow
your trumpet! We must resolve now than ever
before to aim at the highest as the best is the only
good thing for us.
Many veteran entomologists among us like
Emeritus Professor S.N. Okiwelu in 2005
conference in Port Harcourt, S.L.O. Malaka and
M.C. Dike in 2003 in 34th ESN conference have
emphasized the importance of insect taxonomy
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in various gatherings like this. This is another
challenge. It is however gratifying to note that in
this conference, focus will again be placed on
Systematics in which its branch, taxonomy - the
study of the theory and practice of describing,
naming and classifying organisms, will be
extensively dealt with. There is a need for us to
enlarge the Taxonomy committee formed in 2007
in Makurdi. The committee had Prof. M. C. Dike,
B. A. Okwakpam and my humble self as
members. Prof. Okwakpam is late and may his
gentle soul rest in peace.
In 2015, our Society will be fifty years old.
With the help of God, this will be celebrated and
eminent entomologists recognized, decorated
and honoured. Among us there are Vice
Chancellors of renowned private Universities
(Tola Badejo and J.A. Odebiyi), Emeritus
Professors (Youdeowei, Okiwelu, Egwatu etc.),
International Research Consultants, Directors,
Politicians, Researchers, Lecturers and students.
Conclusion
Finally, Iwould like to congratulate members
who were promoted, who defended their thesis or
got new appointments recently. From Akure
branch is the National Secretary, M.O. Ashamo
who was promoted Professor with effect from
October 2010. Professor Tola Badejo was
appointed Vice Chancellor ofWesley University of
Science & Technology Ondo for a second term of
five years.
Dr. (Mrs.)AM. Malgwi ofYola/Jalingo/Mubi
branch was promoted to Associate Professor,
celebrated 50 years birthday and silver jubilee
marriage ceremony in Dec. 2012. From the same
branch is Prof. Alo, who was appointed Council
member and Director of Estate Investment
Company Ltd.
The following successfully defended their
Ph.D. thesis: Adeniran Aderolu, Victor O.
Oyedokun, Juliana Amaka Ugwu from lbadan
branch; B.T. Magaji (Zaria. Kaduna branch); AA
Oyerinde (Abuja branch), who was also appointed
Secretary to the Bill of Right Steering Committee
of the Nigerian Honey Bee Stakeholders Forum
and Mrs. EdithN. Nwanwko(Awka branch).
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I congratulate Mrs. Bridget Bobadoye, who
is on fellowship placement with IClPE, Kenya; Dr.
A.A. Omoloye, former National Secretary who is
on Sabbatical in Federal University oITechnology,
Akure; Emmanuel Akeweta, Clement and
Dunuwel D. Musa, from Yola/Jalingo/Mubi
branch, who completed their master's degrees.
From Sokoto branch, Professor Q. Majeed, won
Tetfund award for establishment of modern
Apiary in Usman Danfodiyo University, Sokoto.
During the year, Akure branch lost two
young entomologists in motor accident and
illness. May their souls rest in peace. I would
like to express my profound gratitude on behalf
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of Council to the Ag. Vice-Chancellor of Niger
Delta University for his support. Also I thank the
Chairman, Prof. Timothy Epidi, and members of
the Local Organizing Committee of this
conference including Prof. N.E.S. Lale, all of who
exercised maturity to organize this conference in
the face of all doubts and challenges in our Nation
today.
Thank you fellow Entomologists for coming
to this conference.
Thank you all.
Professor DanA. Enobakhare, EESN, KSM

National President 2012 - date.
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