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Availability or lack of food generally int1uences
human behaviour as scarcity of food and
declining living standards have often been major
cause of riots, revolutions, wars, violence, social
vices such as armed robbery, kidnapping and
prostitution. Abundance of food, on the other
hand, leads to good health happiness, comfort,
peace and development. The Nigerian economy
is heavily dependent on oil, which accounts for
more than 75 % of the Federal Government's
revenue and over 90 % of the country's export
earnings (Raemaekars, 2001). In the 1960s,
Nigeria exported large quantities of cocoa beans,
groundnut and groundnut oil, palm kernel and
palm oil, rubber, cotton and timber (Dike, 2007).
Today, only cocoa and small amounts of rubber
and palm products are exported. In contrast,
Nigeria has become a major importer of various
foodstuffs. Invariably, the country does not
produce enough food to feed her. Insect pests are
one of the major constraints to adequate food
production in Nigeria. Yield loss due to insect
pest attack on crops range from 50 % to 100 %
(Dike, 2005). Entomologists in Nigeria have
been working hard over the years to address the
problem of insect pest constraints to improve
crops' yields. Insects are also incriminated as
vectors of human diseases such as malaria,
yellow fever, filariasis, myasis, diarrhoea,
dysentery, typhoid, onchocerciasis and sleeping
sickness. All of these diseases are prevalent in

Nigeria. Medical Entomologists have been
actively engaged in research to minimise the
effects of these diseases on Nigerians. A good
example is the use of bed-nets impregnated with
permethrin on mosquitoes to control malaria.

Our colleagues in Veterinary Entomology
have been engaged in research to keep tsetse-fly;
ticks and mites in check on livestock to improve
their health and increase productivity of these
animals.

Apart from research work, ESN is engaged
in other activities and committed to National
challenges related to the up-lifting of Entomology
in Nigeria. Paramount among these is the concept
of the establishment of a National Museum of
Natural History, which the Society has been spear-
heading. The idea for the establishment of this
museum does not seem to have been adequately
appreciated in Nigeria. The country has vast
biodiversity and natural history resources and great
potential for the exploitation of these resources.
However, a lot of these resources, particularly the
flora and fauna are not yet known scientifically.

Furthermore, most ofthe taxonomic type
materials of known species are held in collections
outside Nigeria such as British Museum (Natural
History), London and other European Museums,
As one of the leading African countries, there is
an urgent need to establish this Museum, which is
already in existence in a good number of African
countries such as South Africa, Kenya and
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Senegal, it is also important to evolve meaningful
policy on environmental conservation and create
scientific awareness among Nigerian youths in
particular and the public in general. It is on this note
that I want to seize this opportunity to once more
call on government through its relevant Ministries
of Enviromnent, Agriculture aswell as Science and
Technology to consider the establishment of
National Museum of Natural History in Nigeria to
be located at Abuj a.

The society is currently engaged in the
process of documentation of pesticides used in
Nigeria. This publication hopefully would be
available in the coming year and would serve as a
useful tool for chemical pest control in the country.

Entomological Society of Nigeria is also
proposing to establish an Institute of Entomology.
Entomology is a specialized professional field of
study and one needs at least M.Sc degree in
Entomology to be recognized as an Entomologist.
Professionalizing the science of Entomology
through establishment of the Institute of
Entomology would empower Entomological
Society of Nigeria by law to regulate the practice
of Entomology and related matters of pest and
pesticide management.

The Society is reviewing the curriculum in
Entomology in Nigerian higher Institutions
especially for undergraduates in Agriculture and
Zoology tomeetcurrent demands.

ESN holds her conferences annually, the
Society was established in 1965. That was 44
years ago and I am glad that some of the 34
founding members are here with us. Today we are
holding our 40th Annual Conferences. That means
that only four annual Conference have been
missed. This is not a bad record considering that
there were three civil war years. Through these
annual Conferences, entomologists communicate
their research findings to colleagues and update
their knowledge in Entomology. The theme for this
year's Annual Conference, "Repositioning
Insect Science for Sustainable Food Security
and Economic Growth in Nigeria" addresses
two important issues in the country today, Food
and the Economy. I have no doubt that the keynote
speaker, Professor AA Adesiyun, FESN who
incidentally is the immediate past President ofthe
Society will do justice to the topic. Apart from

staging Conferences, ESN publishes its journal,
Nigerian Journal of Entomology which is of
International repute. The journal was first
published in 1974 to replace ESN former
publication, Bulletin of Entomological-Society of
Nigeria. Today we shall be launching Volume 25
(2008) of the journal. This is one year behind
schedule. It is expected, that the Editor-in-Chief,
Professor E.O. Ogunwolu, will do his best to see
that the journal becomes current. The Society also
publishes the ESN Newsletterof excellent quality
as well as Directory of Nigerian Entomologists,
which is updated periodically. The current ESN
Newsletter is available for members and interested
persons.

This Society gives recognition to itsmembers
through award of fellowship for outstanding
contributions to the Society and Entomology in
Nigeria. Today, two distinguished entomologists in
their own rights, Professors W.A Muse and O.c.
Umeozor, will be awarded the Fellowship of the
Society (FESN), I wish to congratulate them, and
wish them all the best as they continue to render
services to the Society and Entomology inNigeria.

We shall also be honouring three
distinguished Nigerians, with Honorary Fellow
of Entomological Society of Nigeria (HFESN):
His Excellency, Arc. Namadi Sambo, Executive
Governor ofKaduna State; His Excellency, Alhaji
Abdullahi Adamu former Executive Governor of
Nasarawa State; and Alhaji Mohammed Annur,
Honourable member of the Federal House of
Representative. These Honourable Nigerians,
thoughnon-Entomologists have contributeddirectly
or indirectly to uplifting Entomology in Nigeria, I
also congratulate them and pray for their continued
service to the Nation.

Since our last Conference in October 2008,
the Society has lost some eminent colleagues as
follows:
1. Professor L. C. Ene (FESN) who served at

University of Benin and Enugu State
University. Late Prof. Ene was the first
Nigerian to bag a Ph.D. in Entomology. He
was a fellow of the Society and served in
ESN Executive Council for several years;

11. Professor Kio Don-Pedro of University of
Lagos;

Ill. Dr. lK.E Emehute of National Root Crops
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Research Institute, Umudike;
IV. Professor R.O.K. Banke of Benue State

University, Makurdi; and
v. Mr. E.A Ankyanbe of Akperan Oshi

College ofAgriculture, Yandev.

Mr. lloba, husband to Dr. (Mrs) B.N.
Oloba, our immediate past Vice-President, also
died. I will crave your indulgence to please rise
and observe one minute silence in their respect.

Some members of the Society have been
elevated or appointed to various positions. I
would like to mention the few that I know of. Dr.
Steve Emosairue, of Delta State; University
promoted to the rank of Professor of Agricultural
Entomology; Professor Isa Onu appointed
Deputy Director, Institute for Agricultural
Research, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Of
course, we have two of our members, Profs M.A.
Badejo and J. A. Odebiyi, who are Vice-
Chancellors of Wesley University, Ondo and
Achievers University, Owo, respectively. I wish
on behalf of ESN to congratulate them for their
achievements.

I would like to conclude this address by

thanking you all for finding time to be here
despite abnormalities and for your patience in
listening to me.

Long live the Entomological Society of
Nigeria, Long live the Federal Republic of
Nigeria .God bless you all.
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